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ine U.&. govern­
ment has made available a 
lis staffed by 100 operators 
[and is expecting three mil-
'lion rails this year. 
The toil free hotline 
I is based in the Appalachian 
j Mountains and there are 60 
1 lines just for Y2K computer 
| queries. 
1 Operators are 
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Call-
if they call daring office 
hours. 
The number is 1-
888-USA-4-Y2K. 
56 
days left 
until The 
Year 2000 
By Kalyn Bullock 
Business Manager 
Shortly after the clock 
struck 12 to end Halloween, a 
fire broke at Suarez-Collins 
dormitory. 
Heavy smoke and 
flames filled the building as 
the Prairie View Fire Depart­
ment (PVFD) attempted to put 
the fire out. The fire was so 
large that the Waller Fire De­
partment (WFD) was called in 
to help extinguish it. 
The original plan was 
for the PVFD to attack the fire 
from the front side facing Drew 
Hall, and the WFD to get it 
from the Alumni Hall side. 
As soon as the plan 
was about to be executed the 
Prairie View A&M University 
Police Department no­
tified the fire depart­
ments that another fire 
had been kindled at 
Holley Hall. 
T h e r e f o r e ,  
WFD was sent to Holley 
Hall to control the fire, 
and PVFD remained at 
Suarez-Collins. 
The fire at 
Holley Hall caused the 
WFD to call Hempstead 
Fire Department (HFD) 
for help. They immedi­
ately responded and to­
gether put the fire out. 
Near 5:30 a.m. the fire 
was out at Holley, and 
by approximately 6a.m. 
at Suarez-Collins. 
A couple of hours af­
ter the fire at Holley was ex­
tinguished, it rekindled and 
turned, making it the third 
fire in the course of one day. 
Altogether, it took fire 
fighters 12 hours to pu the 
fires out in the historic 
dormitorities. 
The state fire 
marshall is currently conduct 
See Fire on page 7 
Former residence hall Suarez-Collins 
after unexplained fire. 
kept firefighters busy until 
11a.m. Within an hour after 
the second fire, another re-
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PVAMU sets its homecoming 'out' 
38*. 
By Jo-Carolyn Goode 
Panther Staff 
and Joyce Dixon 
Editor-in-chief 
Students learn Zydeco during Step Rideau performance. 
It's that time of year 
again. Time to 'set yo' home­
coming out.' 
Panthers, young and 
old, gather once again to the 
place that forever influenced 
their futures. Old Panthers 
reflect on all the improve­
ments while the young dream 
of bigger and better things. 
Homecoming 1999, 
themed"ProductivePantheTs: 
Reuniting, Restructuring, 
Rebuilding; Forging into the 
New Millennium," kicked off 
on Sunday Oct. 31 with a soul 
stirring church service in the 
J.P. All Faith's Chapel. Dur­
ing the service Dean Lewter 
let worshippers know how fa­
ther sethis son's homecoming 
out. 
Monday Panthers 
thrilled their entertainment 
senses with the spellbinding 
special effects of the movie 
'Matrix' starring Keanu 
Reeves and Lawrence 
Fishburn. 
The book review of 
"Our Kind of People" on Tues­
day challenged Panthers aca­
demically. 
Time stood still 
Wednesday as the Panthers 
paid tribute to its royalty at 
the King and Queens Corona­
tion Ball. 
Mr. and Miss Prairie 
View A&M University '99-00 
Caesar Barajas and Shiree 
Pittman and their courts were 
showered with gifts by royals 
of the outer and inner courts, 
See Home on page 7 
History goes up in flames 
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Former student 
values Prairie View 
more than riches 
By Eric C. Gaither 
Special to the Panther 
Alum/undergrad relations form the backbone of Prai­
rie View A&M University. It was the Fall of 1994 when I first 
enrolled into PVAMU as a double major in Mass Communica­
tions and Spanish. This was possible only after Malcolm 
Dickinson, a PV alum and active member of the Central Texas 
community from which I hail, drove me to the campus for a visit 
in the Spring of the same year. 
On the day of matriculation, Barbara Jacket, a world 
renowned track coach, convinced me to "stay" and not "run" 
(quite a pun considering that I would eventually dedicate four 
years as a triple jumper under the direction of Hoover J. 
Wright, Clifton Gillard, and Jimmy Washington), and to build 
lifelong friendships - and that's exactly what I chose to do: hang 
tough on 'The Hill.' 
Prairie View A&M University is a home with a big 
family that I wouldn't trade for all the riches of the earth. That 
family consists of hometown people, frat and sorors, professors, 
fellow academicians and student athletes, as well as a notable 
co-major in Communications, Tameka Robinson, to whom the 
praise of this letter is directed. 
After graduating from PVAMU in 1998,1 enrolled at 
Dartmouth College to focus on African-Creole cultures, specifi­
cally the Black Creole population of the Gulf Coast in primarily 
Louisiana and Texas. 
Months and classes passed. Eventually, I finished all 
required Master's level courses with only a thesis (research 
paper and video documentary) to be completed. 
Man! Hold up! Talk about PLAYA HATERZ: The 
Office of Instructional Services at Dartmouth was throwing me 
negative vibes and pure hell, as if it would be so difficult to allot 
a two-week space during the break/interim for me to edit "A 
Black Creole Diary," my 90-minute thesis documentary. 
Only months before, I foresaw that problems would 
arise come production time, so I started calling back home to 
The Hill to see if a technical editor could assist with splicing 
footage for the project. Like biological family, Tameka Robinson 
came to the rescue, demonstrating that extended kinship is one 
of the many ways in which PV students preserve Africanism in 
the United States. 
In five days (a total of 14 hours), Tameka helped me 
complete what an OIS employee at Dartmouth College said, 
"couldn't be completed in two weeks." That same person kept 
telling me (negatively, I might add) that he was a "profes­
sional" with a background in media. 
He insisted AVID (software used for nonlinear com­
puter editing of video footage) was too complicated to learn. 
Tameka taught me to use it in half an hour. That says a lot for 
PVAMU and the professors, especially Carol Adams-Means, 
not excluding Diana Fallis and Maurice Hope-Thompson, who 
prepared us between 1994-98. This experience says, 'PV is as 
intellectually capable as any Ivy League institution.' 
The next time someone offers 'what you can't do' (and 
you know otherwise), even when you're far away from home, 
call family or better yet call Tameka to help get the job done. 
Prairie View truly produces productive people. 
Lifetime friendships and familial bonds make PVAMU 
a genuine model of the HBCU unity that transcends superficial 
people, places, and things. 
P-V...U, 
Brother Eric C. Gaither 
The Panther Friday, November 5,1999 page 3 
VIEWPOINTS 
Football player responds to letter f 
alleging team's recklessness 
Dear Editor, 
As a student, I was very upset about the letter I read that was printed in the Oct. 22 
edition of The Panther. As a member of our illustrious football team, I was very offended by the 
letter written by the "concerned student." It was obvious that what the concerned student saw 
the weekend of the A1 Lipscomb State Fair Classic was very distasteful to his/her sight. 
My question is how was the concerned student able to get to the fourth floor while we, 
the football team, were under extreme supervision? 
Members of the coaching staff went to a few area Dallas high s chool games for recruiting 
and scouting purposes. While they were gone, we were "forced" to watch two movies in their 
absence. It became obvious that running around the hotel and having guests coming to visit 
was not an option. Instead, we were baby-sat by a couple of movies until the coaches came back. 
During the movies, my brother and sister-in-law came to visit me at the hotel. As it 
turned out, they waited an hour and a half for me to finish watching my movies as I was 
instructed to do because during that time I was not allowed out of the room. 
The coaches returned from their scouting duties at around 10:45 p.m. Being that we 
have an eleven o'clock curfew on the nights before the game, I had roughly 10 minutes to 
converse with my family and get back to my room before room check. 
The penalty for not being in your room at room check could be as severe as not playing 
the next day. Anyone who loves the game of football and the chance to play in front of 60,000 
fang in a historic place like the Cotton Bowl is not crazy enough to risk their chance of playing 
for a few drinks that they could get any other time besides the night before a big game. 
To allow people to let their minds wonder and judge the morals of each football team 
member is of no concern except the almighty God Himself. Despite the record, this team has 
accomplished something no other team in the last 10 years has accomplished and the only 
appreciation we get is a royal slap in the face from a concerned student. 
Many other colleges on a bigger scale than Prairie View A&M University go through 
far more extremes and irregularities than what the concerned student Said he/she saw. 
I'm just saying that as a member of this team for the third year, I've never felt so 
bittersweet about a situation in my life. 
To make history makes me glad to play for the "Purple and Gold," but to be torn down 
bv fans like the concerned student makes me want to leave the game of football altogether. It 
is no fun practicing 25 plus hours a week to prepare for a game, get blown out and not take it 
personal. Youhave to take itpersonal. So you're going to take offense to any negative comments 
y°U All I am saying to you as the editor, you the concerned student, and you the reader is 
please support your football team because we need all the support and love we can receive. 
Thank you, 
Jarrod Franklin 
Gamma Sigma Sigma speaks out 
Dear Editor, 
"What was the'purpose of JGamma Sigma Sigma Stroll Oil?" It apparently implied that our 
event motto: Unity iniSerme. All 
r f the stroll-off s registration fee went to charitable, not-for-profit entities. Also, we 
Prairie downh * 
sss—a— 
reflects, to understand us better. 
Yours in faith, 
Ra Shaunda V. Sterling 
Submission Policy 
for Letters to the Editor 
Anyone who reads The Panther can submit a letter to the 
editor at P. O. Box 2876, Prairie View, TX 77446 or in the 
Memorial Student Center, room 114. All submissions are 
subject to editing and must include the author s name and 
telephone number. 
Homeless dog population 
disturbs local pet lover 
Dear Editor, 
I wanted to bring to your attention, a matter of I 
concern to the students and staff of Prairie View A&M I 
University. There are a number of homeless dogs on the I 
university grounds. They are here, for the most part, due to I 
lack of responsibility on the part of a few students. Unfortu- I 
nately these students cannot take home a full grown dog, so I 
the dog is abandoned at the University. I'm sure there are I 
drop-offs and some who wander in as well. 
As a dog lover for many years, it makes me very sad I 
to see these animals left to fend for themselves. They don't I 
have an easy time of it having to find their own food and I 
water, when this isn't something they learned to do in their I 
original home. Additionally, several are limping, probably I 
due to being hit by cars. There is also the fact that some I 
students, staff members and clinic patients are very afraid of I 
dogs, even if they appear friendly. 
As my motto is "if you aren't part of the solution, you I 
are a part of the problem," I  have been taking steps to help I 
prevent an even greater problem. I have spoken to Dr. I 
Poindexter to make arrangements to have all of these I 
animals spayed or neutered. 
Dr. Poindexter, however, would like for the dog to 1 
I have a home or foster care available, at least while they 1 
1 recover from surgery. In over two months of trying, 1 have 1 
1 only managed to get one dog spayed and into a permanent \ 
\ lYiave tried many other ways to fmAVomes tor these ^  
\ dogs, but Second Chance V ets in League City retiresado? 
to be in foster care and the foster care family to bring the dog 
to their adoption center. There are also many other groups 
doing adoption services for homeless dogs, but none have any 1 
openings at this time. 
I hope that you have some interest in dogs, or you will 
probably think I am a real nut, and perhaps you would be 
right. In reality, however, I am a great believer m spaying 
and neutering, as well as responsible dog ownership. 
Sincerely, 
Diane Neiberger 
Clinic Manager 
UTMB Prairie View Clinic 
MOBILE SOUND 
Now 2 Locations To Servo You! 
Alarms 
K-9. Prestige or 
Sidewinder $99 EC ^ ^ . 99 Model • Interface • Keyless Entry • • Shock Sensor • ^  
• Kill Switch * Auto Aiming t 
• ParWng Ughts • lifetime Warranty Ail OTTIOHS WITH 2 KIMOTt COHTtOtS 
WINDOW TINT $ft< 
SPECIAL 7 
JVC Combo AM/FM 
Cassette w/detachable 
face w/remote control & 
CD Changer-It disc *349 
AMPLIFIERS 
• Crunch • Punch 
Autotek • Power Acoustic 
$99 W #&Up 
*199 Pioneer, Sony Or JVC AM/FM CD Player 160w Customer Choice 
HEMPSTEAD 
341 10th St. 
(Across from Dairy Queen) 
(409) 826-6630 
PrimeCo Phones 
ndudes Home Charger 
FREE Activation (aaAQ/J 
FREEYoicemail 9DD77II 
FREE Caller I.D. 
Pagers 
$399« 
FREE 
Activation »-«> 
Voice Mall *5 Mo 
Pager Case 
WOOFERS 10" $79 
SPECIAL 12-. $89 
Punch, ••"""* * 
Autotek, 15"..........$99 
Crunch 
BRENHAM 
700 G West Alamo 
(Across from Pizza Hut) 
(409) 251-8884 
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CAMPUS NEWS 
AKA's 
celebrate 
30 years of 
progress 
)&., ,AW, W1' 
Now in 1999, it has flour-
waaieau. , •••: -.... - ^ -
HIMi 
cess with a 30th anniver­
sary celebration. 
will gather Saturday, Nov. 6 
for a family reunion at St. 
Francis Church in the fel­
lowship hall. Th e in fo r-
uxal brunch will be hosted 
dmishee, croissants and an 
array of other refreshments. 
Krystal Hop ton, 
chairperson for the home­
coming event, has high 
expectations. 
* I think before we 
can go forward, we have to 
Hopton said. *This reunion 
will give us ajihance to re­
flect on what we have done 
"In turn they can see 
on our campus and :1 
surrounding communities , 
"This union is a 
growth process for .Xeta 
Gamma, so we can continue 
to lift the high standards of 
our organization," Hopton 
saut -|| 
Members from each 
of the lines of Zota Gamma 
are expected to attend. 
During flre event, 
on 
current projects of the chap­
ter. 
I After the festivities, 
[members will eontinue the 
celebration by cheering the 
(football team en to victory at 
Bteekahear Stadium. :: 
Computer school for senior citizens opens 
By Kendall Coleman 
Panther Staff 
Have you ever seen 
the Cyber Seniors sign, and 
wondered what it was? Wel­
come to the new millennium. 
Cyber Seniors is a 
school designed to bring se­
nior citizens 
into the 21st 
century. The 
school is lo­
cated on Uni­
versity Drive 
across from 
the PV gro­
cery store. 
T h e  
institution 
was founded 
in March 
1999 by Doss Pruitt, a profes­
sional with 25 years of com­
puter experience. Pruitt also 
helps manage Prairie View 
A&M University's (PVAMU) 
computer center in Farrell 
Hall,-whereYiehas worked for 
eigkt years. 
"There was a need to 
educate senior citizens on how 
Three ways to 
beat the high 
cost of college. 
1 The Montgomery Gl Bill 
2. Student loan repayment 
3. Part-time income 
The Army Reserve Alternate 
Training Program is a smart way to 
pay for college. 
First, if you qualify, the 
Montgomery GI Bill can provide 
you with up to $7,124 for current 
college expenses or approved 
vo/tech training. 
Second, if you have—or obtain— 
a qualified student loan not in 
default, you may get it paid off at 
the rate of 15% per year or $500, 
whichever is greater, up to a maxi­
mum of $10,000. Selected military 
skills can double that maximum. 
Third, you can earn part-time 
money in college, and here's how 
it works: One summer you take 
Basic Training, and the next sum­
mer you receive skill training at 
an Army school. You'll earn over 
$1,500 for Basic and even more for 
skill training. Then you'll attend 
monthly meetings at an Army 
Reserve unit near your college, 
usually one weekend a month plus 
two weeks a year. You'll be paid 
over $107 a weekend to start. It's 
worth thinking about. Give us a call: 
409-830-5324 
BE ALL YOU CAN BE? 
ARMY RESERVE 
www.goarmy.com 
to use 20th century technol­
ogy," Pruitt said. 
Students receive in­
struction in the Corel Perfect 
Series including WordPerfect, 
spread sheets, Quick Book, 
Internet, and basic computer 
skills. There is also software 
available to teach students 
typing skills. 
Classes are 
composed of 
retired senior 
citizens, but 
are not limited 
to the group. 
Pruitt said in­
struction is 
open to anyone 
who wants to 
learn. 
"Everyone of 
my students is 
a success story," he said. 
Freddie Bromlow, a 
former student, now uses his 
enhanced computer skills to 
write a regular column for the 
Waller Times , Pruitt said. 
When Pruitt was 
asked abouthis motivation for 
the project, he reflected on the 
goodness of the community. 
"It's time to give back," 
he said. 
Training costs $60 for 
eight hours of instruction 
which includes textbooks. The 
cost for non senior citizens is 
$120. 
Pruitt's former train­
ing has equipped him for this 
project. 
He worked for IBM for 
eight years before his tenure 
at PVAMU. 
Pruitt lets the mission 
of the school guide him: 
"Bringing seniors (citizens) 
into the 21st century using 
computers and the Internet." 
Pruitt has high hopes 
for his school. 
"In a few years, it may 
become a small, business col­
lege or school," he said. 
For more information 
about Cyber Seniors, contact 
Pruitt at 705 University Dr., 
Prairie View, TX77446 or call 
(409) 857-5146. 
New phone services 
bring enhancements 
By Sheleah Hughes 
Production Manager 
In fall of 1997 the standard of life was improved 
for Prairie View A&M University (PVAMU) students. 
John H. Rafferty, director of telecommunications, 
took the initiative to provide students an opportunity to 
make toll-free phone calls to Houston and many of its 
surrounding areas. 
With money from commissions made through 
Western Union, 18 percent of money made from phone 
calls placed on credit cards and third party calls, Rafferty 
provided students with new telephones features. 
" Every piece of money that students pay, I make 
efforts to give it back to them," Rafferty said. 
T-l service, a former special circuit, provided 
students 48 phone lines. These phone lines were available 
for both voice as well as internet access. 
T-l was used to send calls through Prairie View 
A&M University Nursing School in Houston, Texas, and 
transferred them to an exchange that was originally 
dialed. 
Rafferty also headed the new phone line change 
on campus. 
In the fall of 1999, the T-l was eliminated and 
replaced by Southwestern Bell Telephone's (SWBT) ser­
vice enhancement. SWBT extended its service area to 
include Sugarland, Tomball and Spring, which lead to the 
See Phone on page 5 
Get 6 Months of Hair Care 
Services for 
$50.00 
Services Include: ^ 
• Weekly Shampoo &£ Roller Sets 
•Standing Appointments 
•Quality Hair Products Used 
•Professional Service 
281-278-9047 18 years of experience 
THE LADIES OF THE ETA BETA CHARTER OR 
DELTA SIGMA THETA SORORITY, INC. 
WOULD LIKE TODCORDIA^LY INVITE YOU TO ATTEND 
MR. 10 
THE 11TH ANNUAL 
OLARSHIR PAGEANT 
(YLOR RECITAL HALL 
7:30 P.M. 
|I FORMAL ATT1 
'S4.00/PRESALE 
$6.00/DOOR 
PRESALE TICKETS ON SALE 
MEMORIAL STUDENT CENTER 
NOVEMBER 8th & 9th 
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CAMPUSNEWS 
Campus police enforce parking regulations 
Release of caged cars requires payment of healthy fine 
By Will Joiner 
Panther Staff 
Have you driven 
down Business High­
way 290 lately? 
If so you prob­
ably have seen some fa­
miliar sites like the cars 
of your classmates or 
even your own vehicle 
in a caged lot which be­
longs to All Star 
Wrecker Service. 
All Star was the 
towing company chosen 
by Prairie View A&M 
University (PVAMU) to 
remove illegally parked 
cars. 
The charge for 
towing is a pocket emp­
tying $55. 
If anyone else 
tows your car outside of 
Triple A services, they 
are violating the towing 
contract of the university. 
Why are cars being towed? 
"Parking management is essential at 
every institution. It is important for emer­
gency access and 
limiting the num­
ber ofvehicles to the 
number of spaces 
available," said 
Chief of Police R.V. 
Stephens. 
A decal costs 
$30 per semester 
for students. 
Do you won­
der why instructors 
get mad when their 
spaces are taken? 
Well, instruc­
tors pay between 
$60 for a regular 
parking space and 
$110 for a reserved 
parking space. This 
also means thatnot 
only students are 
getting towed. 
Without de-
cals the police have 
no way of knowing 
which car belongs 
to students or faculty. 
The money from decal sales is used for 
See Towing on page 15 
Photo by Glenn Russell 
Cars parked illegally in front of Prairie View's 
William "Billy" J. Nicks fieldhouse. 
Phone from page 4 
replacement of the former sys­
tem. 
The phone system was 
then changed over to a "trunk" 
system. This system elimi­
nated the 9- access and added 
over 100 lines with access to 
Houston and areas covered in 
the extended service plan. 
Seventy-eight of the 
new lines are designated for 
the students, with 48 lines 
available for Houston and 30 
for local calls. The other lines 
are centralized for adminis­
tration. 
Students can now ac­
cess Houston and the local ar­
eas such as Waller, Hempstead 
and Prairie View by dialing 5, 
the area code and phone num­
ber. 
After Nov. 4, local ar­
eas can be reached by dialing 
*2 plus the area code and phone 
number, Rafferty said. 
This change will allow 
students to use the services 
that are available to them, 
Rafferty said. 
Within a couple of 
months, students will be able 
to receive CaWer IT) and 
CallNotes, a message service 
offered by SWBT. 
The sophomore and 
freshman class officers orga­
nized an information station 
where students can receive 
literature explaining the new 
phone services. 
"We will be organiz­
ing a booth to inform students 
about all of the options that 
are available to them includ­
ing costs and procedures for 
acquiring service," said 
Ronnie Davis Jr., sophomore 
class president. 
Many students are 
unaware of the services that 
aid provided to them, Davis 
said. 
CORRECTION 
In the KPVU 
radio personalities story 
that ran on page 4 in the 
Oct. 22 issue, the article 
inadvertently stated that 
KPVU has received a 
50,000 watt increase. The 
radio station has applied 
1 for a 50,000 watt increase, 
I but it has not been re-
Icebed. 
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Heaven on Earth 
Outlet mall opens in Katy 
V//y.YSS/jVS//jfSS/S/S/////SS///SsYYS/SS/jV/SS//S//S/SSSS///.WS/S///S//////S//S///////, 
REGIONAL NEWS 
Talk show host starts out day 
with discussion on sexuality 
By Harry Cathey 
I Panther Staff 
A new attraction has 
opened in Katy, Texas that is 
receiving a great amount of 
I attention. 
The new Katy Mills 
I mall is a welcomed site to 
I people who have become 
I bored with the traditional 
1 outlets a regular mall has to 
I offer. 
/ It offers a wide range 
/ of stores to satisfy shopper's 
/ wants and needs. 
/ This mall has every-
/ thing a person could imagine 
J from entertainment to a Bass 
Pro Shop. 
The entertainment sec­
tion of the mall includes an 
AMC Theater among other 
options for fun. 
i The men's shopping 
\ options incVude a N autica 
I Clearance Outlet, Haggar, 
Perry Ellis and many other 
stores. 
Women's stores at the 
outlet mall include a Wet 
Seal Outlet, Eye Candy, Van 
Heusen Factory Outlet and 
many other venues. 
Other areas of interest 
include footwear shops, 
health and beauty stores, 
jewelry stores, toy stores, 
food, and specialty shops. 
Even though the mall 
lacks the major department 
stores such as Dillards, 
Foleys and Mervyn's, Katy 
Mills makes up for them 
with a wide variety of other 
options for people who are 
looking to shop or just so- I 
cialize with family or I 
friends. I 
The mall is big enough I 
to fit 3.5 Astrodomes and 
498 football fields in it, ac- I 
cording to a story in the I 
Houston Chronicle news- j 
paper. 
It also offers more than 
just shopping; it offers jobs 
to people currently on pub-
lie assistance in a program I 
called welfare-to-work. 
The program cur­
rently employs 150 people 1 
who participate, receive 
transportation and daycare 
for their children. 
Katy Mills may prove 
to be a success. 
It may even be the get 
away many Prairie View 
students are looking for. 
The mall is located at 
1-10 and Pin Oak Road in 
Katy, Texas. 
By Yauna Estes 
Copy Editor 
Each day many Housto-
nians awake to a nice cup of 
coffee, a newspaper, music, si­
lence, or the sounds of a local 
television show. 
The Debra Duncan 
Show is based at Houston's 
own Channel 13 studios. 
One of the topics for 
this week was 'What is Sexy'? 
The questions were 
asked of men and women, and 
there was a panel of people 
including a body language 
specialist. This specialist dis­
cussed the behaviors in males 
and females constitute sex, or 
Debra Duncan strikes signature pose for PVAMU students. 
sex appeal. 
Also in attendance 
were members of Houston's 
hottest firefighters who were 
featured in a calendar each 
year to benefit various Hous­
ton charities. 
The firefighters along 
with models demonstrated 
what is considered extreme 
sex appeal. 
One portion of the 
show included audience 
feedback at which audi­
ence members were given 
signs to hold up for who 
and what were hot, and 
what was not. 
The next subject 
was whether or not ani­
mals make a person sexy 
or appealing. 
The final seg-
mentoftheshow included 
tips on how married 
couples can enjoy bath­
ing, sexy lingerie, and 
whether people's automo­
biles make them sexy. 
"Dimples and a 
six pac are always a win­
ner," according to Debra 
Duncan. 
According to Hous­
ton firefighter Becky Wil­
son, "A good body, a man 
in uniform, and a great 
smile" is definitely what 
describes sex appeal. 
#5782 
Earn Money 
How would you like to 
earn money every time 
someone uses the phone? 
Turns on the light? 
Watches cable? TV? 
Surfs the net? Iam 
offering every student the 
opportunity to own his or 
her own business and 
make lots of money 
without leaving campus. 
For more information, 
contact independent rep. 
306-454506 at 1-800-
506-1144 ext. 8832 or 
972-283-3294, e-mail 
daaalexl3@aol.com 
The residents of Victoria, Virginia, know Dr. Darla Van Putten-Adams is a 
hero. She brings health to their community and to their lives. What some 
of her patients don't know is that she is a member of the NHSC team 
Across the United States, there are lots of communities like Victoria and 
many unsung heroes like Dr. Van Putten-Adams. 
The NHSC offers opportunity. Students can apply for scholarships 
or gain valuable experience in a community in need. For more than 
25 years, the NHSC has brought primary care clinicians to the rural 
and urban communities that need them. 
Being a hero is just the beginning. 
If you are considering a career in health care and would 
like to help a community in need, the NHSC has scholarships 
and student rotations that can help you reach your goal. 
Call us at 1-800-221-9393 
www.bphc.hrsa.gov/nhsc/ 
THE NATIONAL HEAL TH SERVICE CORPS is .1 piogiam Ot the /" J. 
federal Hejlth Resources and Services Admmstiationc Bureau ?" 
ot Primary Health Care which is the local point for providing \ gfyC-, 
primary health" c,«e to underserved and vulnerable population'. '•^ZrP' 
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November 20, A909 A-.00 - A-.00 PNV 
By Kirkland V. Matthews 
Special to the Panther 
The Rho Theta Chap­
ter of Omega Psi Phi Frater­
nity, Inc. hosted a seminar 
titled "The Dos and Don'ts of 
Homecoming" on Oct. 28. 
A forum of five indi­
viduals gave 5 to 10-minute 
speeches about being safe dur­
ing homecoming festivities. 
According to Chief 
Stephens of the Prairie View 
A&MUniversity police depart­
ment, campus police would 
like for everyone to enjoy 
Homecoming. 
"Your health, safety 
and security are at the top of 
our priorities," said Stephens. 
Dean Lewter of the 
J.P. All Faiths Chapel gave 
examples of how students 
should act with respect for one 
another at all times, not only 
during Homecoming week. 
To limit vandalism, 
public intoxication and distur­
bances, the University Village 
and the Residential Hall As­
sociation will provide addi­
tional security measures to be 
in effect during the week. 
Also discussed were 
responsible drinking and safe 
sex. Students were warned 
notto leave drinks unattended 
and of the effects of unpro­
tected sex. 
Darryl Williams and 
Michelle Parker from Health 
and Human Services provided 
condoms for PVAMU students 
and the Department of Public 
Safety passed out drug-free 
safety ribbons. 
Fires from page 1 
ing a thorough investigation 
to see exactly what caused the 
fires. There were no injuries. 
"Students should be 
warned that playing with the 
fire alarms in buildings is not 
a game. If anyone has any 
information regarding the fire 
please notify the Prairie View 
Police Department at 4313, 
attention Lieutenant Knapp," 
said Frank Jackson. 
Home from page 1 
as well as visiting royalty. 
Step Rideau and the 
Zydeco Outlaws played before 
a large crowd in front of 
Alumni Hall Thursday night 
at the KPVU live remote, al­
lowing celebrating Panthers 
to jam to the funky sounds of 
Louisiana. 
Students can look for­
ward to a spirit-filled Mock 
Funeral and pep rally in front 
of the Memorial Student Cen­
ter and a bonfire located near 
the post office. 
Tonight Panthers will 
be held in stitches by funny 
men Rickey Smiley, Joe Torry 
and Don D.C. Curry . Per­
forming live will also be PVs 
own, Ideal singingtheir hit 
song "Get Gone." 
Saturday's activities 
will begin with the homecom­
ing parade at 9:30a.m. fol­
lowed by the Panther football 
team taking on the Arkansas 
Pine-Bluff Golden Lions. 
Braids, Fades and Purple Kool-Aid® 
n 
Chairwoman for campus a 
• and diretStion of previ-
" licfeael A. Smith, 
With the will to le^d..others, along with 
determination, dedication, Mashi work and 
an open mind, chaWiiaaon' Royal Collins 
learned to balan<pfch&e between the Campus 
Activities Board {CAB), the Engineering 
Technology Association (ETA), and her ma­
jor in computer engineering technology. 
As a sehidr, Collins does not believe 
in slacking off. 
"If peopije want things to work, they 
have to make them happen," Collins said. 
She volunteers numerous hours to 
student activities and emphasizes an open 
the pathway for oth-
said. "I also treat the commit­
tee members equally antfeextend an 'open 
^.oor policy'." M 
Collins said she is devoted to doing 
her best for the student after being 
under the leadersh 
ous CAB advisors such.^R
Derrick D. Ross and the f urre^i^jjector of 
Student Activities and Leadership, Brian 
Dickens. 
"I feel that CAB has made Mi n out­
standing impact to the university and stu­
dent body," Collins said. 
Currently Collins along wlift other 
committee members are trying to make the 
campus more aware of issues. 
"We are trying to bring various semi­
nars to the campus/* Collins said. 
When not in the CAB office, Collins is 
the president for JETA. In her spare time she 
relaxes with fri|il| and family. 
Royal's favgflte Kool-Aid®:Tropical Punch 
This feature was added to give recognition to outstanding campus leaders, 
organizations and individuals. Tiu Panther solicits any nominations from 
students, faculty and staff honorees for this section. 
Your health, safety, security, and convenience are at the very top of our 
priorities. To this end, increased security measures and modifications 
to the on-campus residential communities' visitation policy will be 
implemented throughout Homecoming Week. 
• Only parents, legal guardians, or siblings may visit 
residents in their rooms. 
All visitation will be limited to the hours of 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
• Valid identification of visiting guests is required. Tempo­
rary visitation passes will be issued to authorized guests 
(parents, legal guardians, or siblings). 
• Only vehicles with current authorized University Village 
parking permits will be allowed into the gated communi­
ties of University Village. Strict vehicle and pedestrian 
access control will be implemented throughout this 
period. 
• No facilities in University Village communities or the 
residence halls are available for private organizational 
activities. 
After-event parties are not authorized in any on-campus residential 
community, and violators will be sanctioned appropriately in accordance with 
University policy. 
Remarkable FREE and Low-Cost Solutions To Help You Pay for Your Own 
Higher Education!!! 
BONUS: Earn extra income for your other dreams 
Attention, all high school students, all college students, all former students paying back college 
loans, and attention, all students now in school who have NO scholarships, NO Grants, NO Loans: 
Don't delay! RUSH to the nearest computer and point your mouse to : 
http://www.angelfire.com/tx/LWR/cash.html 
Attend University of Houston-Clear Lake's 
Graduate School Open House 
and visit with faculty about hot careers and programs. 
Saturday, November 20,1999 
1:00 -4:00 PM 
University of Houston-Clear Lake, 2700 Bay Area Blvd. 
Bayou Building, Atrium II 
Attend alumni panels. Learn admission requirements. 
Tour the campus, classrooms and labs. 
$500 scholarship award 
RSVP: 281-283-2517 
University of Houston Q Clear Lake 
visit our web site at http://www.cl.uh.edu/admissions 
CAMPUS NEWS 
Fraternity urges safety with fun To: All on-campus students From: Director of Housing 
Dear Students: 
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NATIONAL NEWS 
Momentum grows for 'Million Family March 
By Jesse Muhammad 
Special to the Panther 
Oct. 16 marked the 
fourth anniversary of the Mil­
lion Man March and the Dec­
laration of the World Holy 
Day of Atonement. 
In 1995 the Honor­
able Minister Louis 
Farrakhan called one million 
men to Washington D.C. and 
over one million packed the 
malls of the United States 
capitol. 
Brothers across the 
United States and beyond 
boarded buses and planes to 
respond to the call of Atone­
ment. Christians, Muslims, 
Pan African Nationalists, and 
leaders assembled to make 
this march the most powerful 
event of the century. 
The message of atone­
ment of sins, reconstruction, 
and responsibility directed the 
brothers toward changing the 
condition of their lives. The 
marchers pledged to improve 
themselves spiritually, mor­
ally, mentally, socially, politi­
cally, and economically for the 
benefit of self, their families, 
and their people. 
Since 1995, there have 
been men, women, and youth 
coming together in marches 
but the true strength comes 
when people stand together 
as a family. 
From political and 
grassroots leadership to 
women and youth, energetic 
support is rising from the 
Black community to the ini­
tial organization efforts of the 
upcoming Oct. 16r 2000 Mil­
lion Family March (MFM). 
This is a call to 
strengthen family values and 
most importantly to create an 
action plan that is focused on 
a higher quality of life for our 
families. 
The organizing effort 
of the Million Family March 
was launched by the NOI, and 
cities across the country are 
rapidly formulating local or­
ganizing committees (LOCs). 
The need to re-estab­
lish family as the backbone of 
society is crucial as people face 
the prevalence of AIDs, the 
growing number of female-
headed households, infant mo­
rality and other health-related 
issues. Men, women, and 
youth are encouraged to par­
ticipate in their perspective 
LOCs to redeem our commu­
nities. 
An eight step process 
of atonement was. widely in­
troduced during the Million 
Man March by Minister 
Farrakhan . To atone is to 
make amends for some injury 
or some injustice done to one­
self or another. 
Atonement is the fifth 
step in the eight step process 
that leads to a perfect union 
with self, God and man (male 
and female). 
Inherent in atone­
ment is a redemptive quality 
that allows people who have 
previously rejected one an­
other to come together, hence 
the root of atonement is the 
word atone, or to be at-one or 
attuned - harmony with our­
selves, with God, our family, 
our nation and our world. 
The eight steps of 
atonement are: point out the 
wrong, acknowledge the 
wrong, confession, repentance, 
atonement, forgiveness, rec­
onciliation, and perfect union. 
Long live the spirit of 
the Million Man March. 
PANTHER 
RUB- A- DUB 
Self-Service Laundry 
Air Conditioned 
Open 7 days a week 
7 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Last Wash 8:40 
Wash & Fold Service 
.601b./over 351bs.-.50 lb. 
Attendant on duty! 
1102 Lafayette 
Hempstead, TX 
(409) 826-6014 
"^ 111 J°in '///^  y5*y/* 1 • 
^#JIS 91.3-KPVU's 
Roderick Calvin Simmons 
Monday-Thursday for  Smooth Jazz 6-10 pm 
Wednesday Nights  lor  Candlel ight  Bubble Bath 
Extravaganza 7-9 pm 
Old School Fridays 6-10 pm 
Blues on the Hil l  Saturday 2-6 pm 
' /Tstiu> Y7>// l icet/  / lugger/ Jar/sty' 
Tutors: School of Juvenile Justice 
(Houston Aflfclical Center Area) 
• Answers to 
King Crossword 
UUUUB BOB UDU 
bbeqb ucca aun 
OEQBB HtaanHQE BaaQQtt ttuny nau bbb attuutj 
bboe aunmta BUQBtntt natinnn manner mmma nnranm mno man 
QHUU HSHLillU ucjiiuuLiu mnursa 
BOB BQO BBDOB •ma mnm qbbob 
$25+ Per Hour! 
Direct sales reps 
needed NOW! 
Market credit card 
applications 
$5 per app, we help 
you get started! 
1-800-651-2832 
i l l  B i U , s  
Fresh-N-Fry-
Seafood 
203 Bremond 
Hempstead, TX 
(409)826-3568 
3pc. Drum & Fries $4.50 
6pc. Reg. Catfish & Fries..$3.50 
With This Ad Only 
Student Work 
***$10.00 Base-Appt*** 
Flex FT/PT Schedules Around Classes 
Scholarships Available 
Customer Service/Sales 
Training Provided 
Apply in N. Houston 
Work In Local Area 
Conditions Apply 
Call Now Start Now (281) 587-8204 
www.workforcestudents.com/gw 
Free CD of cool 
needs. 
SrtHRZS, CAPS dfNtOPf 
•SCREEN PRINTING 
•EMBROIDERY 
•BANNERS & SIGI 
•CUSTOM IMP] 
MOTIONAL PRODUCTS 
2302 MAIN 
WALLER, TX 
EARN UP TO SI000 
*This Semester* 
B y  P o s t i n g  Y o u r  
L e c t u r e  N o t e s  O n l i n e  
Register on-line now: 
@ www.Studv24-7.com 
(888) 728-7247 
FREE CLASS NOTES! 
STUBY24-7.com 
If you are imerested 
Call Notes 
Caller ID 
Cy: on campus/please 
contact  a.  f reshman or  
sophomore class off icer .  
409-372-9190 ,-800-442-8929 
!7/Cs. ytfcicJ? Ttl)orf<f-jWouston 
beauty an</!J/Co</e/iny TJayeant 
CONTESTANTS WANTED! 
Enter the Ms. Black World-Houston Pageant 
Ages 18-32 
Prizes, Cash Awards, Publicity 
Appearances, TV Coverage. 
To enter, call 713-639-0119, 713-524-5624 
or e-mail msblackwld@aol.com 
Sponsors/Advertisers Inquires Invited. 
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BLACK HISTORY 
Ex-prisoner speaks to students, African leader visits Houston, 
enlightens them about past receives distinguished prize 
Sheleah Hughes 
Production Manager 
Women of all shades, 
sizes and backgrounds danced 
to the rhythms played by five 
men who beat African drums. 
The drums signaled 
the coming of a distinguished 
gentleman, and this gentle­
man just happened to 
Geronimo Pratt, a released po­
litical prisoner. 
Over 30 years ago, 
Pratt was placed in prison un­
der a false charge of murder 
when Caroline Olsen, a 27-
year-old elementary school 
teacher was slain and robbed 
of $18 at a Santa Monica, Ca­
lif. tennis court. 
In early January, Los 
Angeles District Attorney Gil 
Garcetti appealed the ruling 
of Orange County Superior 
Court Judge Everett W. Dickey, who overturned the conviction, reasoning that 
Pratt's trial had been tainted. The prosecution's main witness, Julius Butler, 
lied under oath and it was not revealed that he was a police informant. Dickey 
then ordered a new trial. 
Under the leadership of Jonnie Cochran and Stuart Hanlon, Pratt 
continued to fight for his freedom. With their help the former deputy minister 
of defense for the Black Panther party, continuously proved his innocence. 
See Geronimo on page 15 
Geronimo enlightens students and professors. 
StftiAeuAei'-SffiuAcA'.itfnc' 
Houston, TX 
Environmental Health and Safety Intern Position 
Rate: $14.00/hr 
20 Hrs a week 
Basic Requirements: 
• Pursuing Bachelor's or advanced degree in the Safety/Environmental or Engineering 
field or equivalent. 
• Knowledge of environmental rules and regulations. 
• Excellent computer skills - including Word, Excel, Lotus Notes, PowerPoint a plus. 
• HAZMAT training a plus. 
• Industrial hygiene experience. 
• Experience in safety walks and surveys, i.e. asbestos, fuel source hazard, safety 
shower inspections, daily safety walkthroughs, behavior-based safety, chemical, 
Corporate EH&S requirements, PPE compliance. 
Primary Responsibilities: 
• Assist with required permit compliance tours. 
• Assist with preparation of mandatory environmental reports, request including 
distribution and filing. 
• Piling and light clerical work. 
• Assist in accident investigations. 
• Help in testing the completeness and functionality of plant alarm system. 
• Plan, set up, and execute a Plant Evacuation drill. 
• Work with Ergonomics Committee. 
• Work with Risk Management Program (RM) and Process Safety Management (PST) as 
needed. 
• Help conduct Confined Spaced surveys and stickering. 
• Work with beer distribution. 
• Conduct specialty surveys around chemicals, safety signage, lasers, respiratory and 
rescue equipment. 
All interested applicants, please forward your resume to: Anheuser-Busch, Inc., 
775 Gellhorn, Houston, TX 77029, Job Code: EHS Intern. 
For consideration for other available positions in the brewery, please call our jobline at: 
713-670-1629 
Equal Opportunity Employer 
Anheuser-Busch is a drug free environment 
By Yauna Estes 
Copy Editor 
and 
FeliciaWalker 
Panther Staff 
The evening began at 4:45 
p.mwith a swarm of anxiously await­
ing men, women, children, and stu­
dents from all walks of life. There 
were people of all nationalities, col­
ors, and creeds. 
Lines swerved in a circular 
motion around the Rice gymnasium, 
and stretched down the block which 
was filled with secret service person­
nel, police officers and media. 
All these people united for one rea­
son - to hear one of the most influen­
tial leaders of Africa and the world, 
Nelson Mandela. 
As he approaches the millen­
nium at the age of 91, former Presi­
dent of South Africa, Nelson Mandela, 
remains a man of deep strength and 
undying passion for justice. 
Mandela was honored Tues­
day, Oct. 26 at Rice University with 
the Baker Institute's Enron Prize. 
The lights were dimmed, 
and the air filled with silence. After 
former Secretary of State James 
Baker took the stage, made opening 
remarks and presented Nelson 
Mandela, close to 5,000 people clapped 
in admiration. He received a 15-
minute standing ovation. 
"How about those cowboys?" 
Mandela asked jokingly. 
Mandela discussed the many 
problems, conflicts and massacres 
that have occurred, and how he fought 
(and won) to initially change the 
government,'and end the torture, rac­
ism and hate that exists in Africa. 
He explained that in order to solve 
conflict there must be a foundation, 
and a solid start. 
"There is no use in trying to 
change others, when you yourself are 
unable to change... you must improve 
yourself to improve your country. 
Apartheid is a crime against human­
ity and the people of South Africa have 
fought hard to remove it. Now most of 
South Africa is a democratic elected 
government...and even though you 
See Mandela on page 15 
YOUR TALENT 
is AN ENGINE 
OF POSSIBILITY 
In a world fueled by movement, one company builds the high 
and medium-horsepower diesel engines thot power transporta­
tion and commerce across the globe: Cummins Engine Company. 
We're an organization of remarkable scope and singular vision, 
a $6 billion business driven to ever-greater 
heights of achievement by the innovation and 
dynamic energy of people like you. If you're 
ready to stVetch your talents and extend your 
ambitions to embrace the limitless possibilities 
of a Cummins career, come visit us on campus 
k 
Event: On-Campus Interviews 
Dates: November 11th & 12th 
Location: Career Placement Office 
Positions available in Mechanical Engineering, Electrical Engineering, 
Computer Science, and Information Technology. 
Sign up for an interview in the Career Placemen! Office. 
(Co-op and Full-time positions available) 
If unable to attend, please send resumes to: Cummins Engine Company, Inc., 
Corporate Stcrffing-PWK, Mail Code 60808, Box 3005, Columbus, IN 
47202-3005 or email to: resumes@cob.cummins.com. 
At Cummins, diversity is a way of 
lite... and the way to our future: 
on equal opportunity employer. 
Y O U R  F U T U R E  A W A I T S  A T  
W W W . C U M M I N 5 . C O M  
P o w e r i n g  F u t u r e 
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at the Kemah Boardwalk, 
So you like to shop? 
Well there is something on 
the Kemah Boardwalk for you. 
With 20 retail shops 
to choose from, everyone is 
sure to find something they 
like. Everything is on display 
from fine arts, educational 
toys, clothes, houses, and even 
Marble Slab Ice Cream. 
Want to cool off? 
Change things up by 
running through the dancing 
water fountains. At night the 
water becomes colored by dif­
ferent lights and shows a rain­
bow in the darkness. 
Want more entertain­
ment? 
Take in one of the live 
bands on weekends in any of 
the restaurants. Also there is 
a center stage which houses a 
concert every weekend, and 
as you walk around you will 
be greeted by clowns, balloon 
artist, fire eaters, and magic 
acts. 
From the moment you 
arrive at the Kemah Board­
walk, you will marvel at the 
sights, sounds, and overall ex­
citement of the 18-acre enter­
tainment complex. This newly 
built fantasy is a magnificent 
destination for every member 
of the family. Equipped with 
a carnival-like atmosphere, 
Kemah Boardwalk has some­
thing for all walks of life. 
"After visiting water­
front sights in San Francisco, 
Boston, and other major cities 
across the country, I wanted 
to bring that to my hometown 
area," said Tilman Fertitla, 
chairperson, president and 
chief executive officer of 
Landry's Seafood Restaurants 
Inc. 
"We are pleased to see 
that Kemah Boardwalk truly 
has become a destination for 
millions of visitors, and will 
many forms of distinctive 
music. 
As soon as the park 
is visible you can see the 65-
foot Century Ferris Wheel. 
The view from the ferris 
wheel will astound you. On a 
clear day or night the view 
seems endless. These and 
takes you on a tour of the com­
plex and enlightens you on 
the history of Kemah. 
Everyone loves 
games, and everyone loves to 
win. At the Kemah Board­
walk you will have plenty of 
chances with both. The eight 
different midway games al-
The working replica of an 1863 Central Pacific train 
located in Kemah, Texas near Galveston. 
continue to expand with added 
attractions and amusements 
in the years to come." 
Fun is the key word at 
the Kemah Boardwalk. You 
can ride the 36-foot Classic 
Carrousel. It features designs 
of horses, crests, and plays 
more rides are offered to the 
public for $2 per ride. 
The C.P. Huntington 
is a gas powered train which 
is a replica of the 1863 Cen­
tral Pacific train. Relax with 
a loved one or pass time with 
your friends as the train 
most guarantee you will take 
home a prize or win a gift for 
that special someone. 
After seeing the sites 
and riding all the rides, take 
in a bite to eat, the Kemah 
Boardwalk has you covered. 
Some of the restaurants to 
choose from are Landry's Sea­
food House, Joe's Crab Shack, 
Willie G's, The Flying Dutch­
man, The Crab House, 
Cadillac Bar or the feature 
restaurant the Aquarium, an 
underwater dining experi­
ence. 
The Aquarium restau­
rant features a 50,000 gallon 
tropical fish tank filled with 
over 100 species. Sharks also 
are a main attraction in the 
tanks. Oneverywallandeven 
the bar, there are aquariums. 
The atmosphere gives the ef­
fect of eating on the bottom of 
the ocean, and the food and 
service are so good you will 
not want to come up for air. 
The Aquarium even has a gift 
shop on the first floor to buy 
gifts to remember the experi­
ence. 
If you do not want to 
make a long trip home, spend 
the night at the Boardwalk 
Inn which offers 52 rooms, in­
cluding four luxury suites. All 
rooms have features such as a 
balcony, three phones, king 
sized beds, kitchenette, and a 
mini bar. 
So make that trip 
down to Kemah, TX and enjoy 
yourself. It is 20 minutes from 
downtown Houston and 10 
minutes from the birthplace 
of Texas - La Porte. For more 
information go on line at 
www.kemahboardwalk. com. 
^ Wi&L Jcvhtst 
ENTERTAINMENT & LIFESTYLES 
Do not pass GO, go directly to Boardwalk 
Kemah Boardwalk attracts children, adults alike 
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ENTERTAINMENT & LIFESTYLES 
Chico Debarge or El Debarge? 
judge Judy or Judge Mills Lane? 
New Julio's or Old Julio's? 
Undergrads or Alumni? 
Josh Barnes or Jamaai Foster? 
Class Time or Nap Time? 
Jamaica Jamaica or Club Roxy? 
PV Security or The Panther Club? 
IHOP or Denny's? 
Do or Die? 
The 11th Commandment: 
Thou shait not infuriate 
the Entertainment Editor 
I have officially de­
cided that the people on this 
campus are over-sensitive 
hypocrits. Since many of you 
enjoy reading the newspaper 
and get most of your laughs 
every Friday courtesy of 20 
Questions, I find it shocking 
that people laugh heartily this 
issue, then want to cry about 
things in the next issue. 
Sometimes organiza­
tions take offense to the ques­
tions although none of them 
are ever serious. 
Most organized 
groups on this campus are ser­
vice oriented, and 20 Ques­
tions is not designed to be­
little their programs. Of 
course, campus organizations 
should be commended fortheir 
volunteerism and efforts to 
make donations to charities. 
However, the purpose 
of 20 Questions is not commu­
nity service, it is to make 
people laugh. 
How can people sit 
there and laugh at questions 
about other groups or indi­
viduals and then complain 
about the one concerning them 
or their group? That is very 
hypocritical. 
Many have expressed 
complaints about 20 Ques­
tions. I am now of the opinion 
that these people are just too 
sensitive. I have tried to stay 
away from questions that may 
be misconstrued as personal 
attacks against individuals, 
but humor is humor. Some 
people just need to develop a 
sense of humor. 
The purpose of 20 
Questions is to provoke a few 
laughs. They are written in 
fun. If you didn't know that, 
get a clue. They are printed 
on the ENTERTAINMENT 
page! 
As far as the content 
of20 Questions is concerned, I 
always try to be objective, but 
I admit that I can not take 
full credit for its success. 
I run several ques­
tions that are submitted by 
people who are not on The 
Panther staff, and I pick the 
ones that make me and other 
staff members laugh. 
Many staff members 
are affiliated with various 
campus organizations, sports 
teams, and departments. If 
they can be objective about 
the content of 20 Questions, 
why can't everyone else? 
The newspaper is 
published for you, and 20 
Questions is solely for your 
entertainment. 
If you can't appreci­
ate it, maybe it shouldn't be 
in the newspaper. Let me 
know what you think. 
7£t( ^t-Lna /Jl. tils 
^nteztaiwnent Editor 
FINAL 
Mailing Address: 
6711 Trigate Dr. „ . . 
Missouri city, TX 77489 Space is Limited 
MEXICO (99 
THE HAPPY TRAVELERS 
DATE: N 
2$ uestions 
1. Exactly how many buildings caught on fire this 
week? 
2. How many of you are wondering what else Ideal 
could possibly sing at the Homecoming concert 
besides "Get Gone?" 
3. Why is everyone trying to join the choir now that 
they are going to the Bahamas? 
4. So who didn't have a line this semester? 
5. Why didn't Rho Chi Psi participate in the probate 
show? 
6. Speaking of probate, why was Chico Debarge even 
there? ' 
7. And since when is the Panther Club in charge of 
security? 
8. Why does BET show more old TV shows and 
movies than videos? 
9. And whatever happened to the good shows like 
Video Soul and Midnight Love? 
10. How many of you are volunteering to be the 
designated driver this weekend? 
11. Why did people from TSU come hand out flyers 
for their step show this weekend? 
12. Who thinks we're going to win the football game 
this weekend? 
13. What is the Homecoming budget, $100? 
14. Why does everyone complain about tbe newspa-
, but never offer to put in the hours it takes to 
produce it? 
15. How many people do you have staying with you 
for Homecoming? 
16. Can we build some parking lots with all of these 
new buildings? 
17. Can anyone get an off-campus phone line at 
night? 
18. Who doesn't have a cellular phone? 
19. Why don't most of the computers in Farrell Hall 
have the internet anymore? 
20. What do you think? 
want to know what you think. Please submit any questions^ 
you ntay have to The Panther, Rm. 1J4 in the MSC Questions 
I are primed at the discretion of The Panther. J 
Additional information, 
L.HUGHES: (281)798-1745-Daytime 
(281) 437-0770-Evenings 
OleH! You are invited to join us for a day of shopping and sight-seeing in 
1:15 a.m. 
11:30 p.m. 
Midnight 
2:30 a.m. 
Prairie View-Drew Hall 
Fiesta on I-45 and Airline 
Fiesta on South Main and Post 
The Panther Friday, November 5,1999 page 12 
SPORTS NEWS 
The Office of Student 
Publications 
congratulates 
PVAMU athletics 
on a historic fall season! 
Good luck in seizing 
Homecoming win! 
a 
Molecular Biology Program 
University of Missouri-Columbia 
Fans mourn 
fallen legend 
Football great Walter Payton loses 
battle with cancer, liver disease 
Will Joiner 
Panther Staff 
A National Football League (NFL) career rushing 
leader and member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame died Nov. 
1,1999. 
Walter Payton who rushed for 16,726 yards during his 
13-year career died of cancer after being diagnosed with a rare 
liver disease. 
Earlier this year in February, Payton revealed to the 
public that he was suffering from a liver disease and seeking a 
much needed liver transplant. Further tests showed that a 
liver transplant would not have helped Payton after doctors 
discovered that cancer had spread outside his liver. 
Raised in the city of Columbia, Miss., Payton was 
brought up to love music. This love consumed much of his life, 
and he was not allowed to play football by his mother until his 
late high school years. 
Instead of going to a school where he would be just a 
number, he decided to attend Jackson State University of the 
Southwestern Athletic Conference (SWAC). Payton shared 
time between running back and field goal kicker, and became 
a Division II Ail-American. 
While attending Jackson State he developed his well , 
known bleacher runs when he would literally rim up and down 
stadium bleachers until he was exhausted. 
Drafted fourth in the first round by the Chicago Bears, 
Payton initially received little respect. People constantly 
hounded him about his sexuality even though he had two 
children and was married, and ESPN ranked him 39th on its 
Top Fifty Athletes Poll. 
"No respect! People always talk about all these run­
ning backs and they never talk about me," Payton said once in 
a televised interview. 
Beginning his professional career in 1975, Payton was 
a victim of circumstance. Even though his offensive line was 
horrible he still made a name for himself. That name was 
"Sweetness" because of his pure running style. 
"He set a standard for going all out. He was not as big 
as some of your other backs that played the game, but he could 
outwork anybody, and he always gave 100 percent to his 
family, to his friends, and to the game of football. The guy is 
really going to be missed," said Minnesota Viking Head Coach 
Dennis Green. 
Gaining the ultimate prize of a Super Bowl victory was 
Payton's crowning point. Although he played a quiet role, he 
still had what everyone plays the game for. He set the single 
game rushing record with 275 yards in 1977, recorded 10 
consecutive 1,000 yard seasons, and earned two Most Valuable 
Player awards. 
"Walter was a Chicago icon long before I arrived there. 
He was a great man off the field, and his on-the-field accom­
plishments speak for themselves," said Michael Jordan. 
At the age of 45, Payton died in his own bed. Sur­
rounded by family and close friends, "Sweetness" made his last 
touchdown. 
Four-year graduate 
fellowships at 
$16,000 per year, 
plus full tuition and fee waivers 
Apply to several 
Life Science Ph.D. 
programs using one application! 
For more information, 
visit our website at 
www.biotech.missouri.edu/mbp/ 
START YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
NOW... 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY .STATE 
PHONE #( ) 
$10 SEMESTER • or $15-SCHOOL YEAR • 
... TO KEEP YOU UPDATED ON WHAT'S 
HAPPENING ON "THE HILL" 
P.O. BOX 2876, PRAIRIE VIEW, TX 77446 
Call toll free 
l»877«Gene«PhD (436-3743). 
E-mail: mbp@missouri.edu 
An equal opportunity institution. 
Drink, Drive, Go to Jail 
Texas Department of Transportation 
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CAMPUS NEWS 
In Brief 
1999 Bank United Thanksgiving Day Parade 
winds up downtown Houston with toys 
Houston 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 
Making dreams come true for children of all ages, this 
year's Bank United Thanksgiving Day Parade will ring in its 
50th year with a parade dedicated to brightening the holi­
days for thousands. 
The parade will not only feature life-size robots and 
games, but will give back to the community by collecting toys 
of all types prior to the parade. 
The toys for the toy drive will benefit Child Advo­
cates, Inc., a nonprofit organization that mobilizes court 
appointed volunteers to break the vicious cycle of child abuse 
and guide children into safe environments where they can 
thrive. 
Over 3,000 participants will join in the 1999 parade. 
They will include the Tyler Jr. College Apache Belles and 
Marching Band, Texas Southern University Ocean of Soul 
Marching Band, University of Houston Cougar Band, and of 
course Santa Claus will make his traditional appearance. 
On Tuesday, Nov. 23, prior to the parade, the public 
is invited to sneak a peek at the floats created for this year's 
parade at the 4th Annual Sneak Preview being held at the 
George R. Brown from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Admission to the Sneak Preview will be $3 for adults 
and $2 for children, or free for those who bring a new, 
unwrapped toy to donate to Child Advocates. 
The parade is free and open to the public. For more 
information call the BankUnited Parade Hotline at 713/468-
6824 access code BANK. 
MON 
TUES 
WED 
THUR 
FRI 
SAT 
*Nov. 8 Last Day to Withdraw from Course(s) with Automatic "W" 
•Nov. 16-20 EARLY REGISTRATION FOR THE SPRING 
•Nov. 10 11th Annual Mr. Ten Pagent "Revelations" 
•Nov. 10-13 SWAC Tournament - Montogomery, ALA// Day 
•Nov. 11 Veterans Day 
•Nov. 6 Arkansas-Pine Bluff - Prairie View 2pm (football) 
•Nov. 13 Alabama State - Montgomery, AL lpm (football) 
SCHOLARSHIP AND INTERNSHIP INFORMATION 
The Piggy Bank 
These publications may be ordered directly from National Medical Fellowship. National 
Medical Fellowships, Inc. (NMF), 110 West 32nd Street, 8th Floor, New York, NY, 10001-320. 
Fivepjupstiaps 
you'll probably 
The Horton-Hallowell 
Fellowship: This Fellow­
ship is for graduate study in 
any field, preferably in the 
last two years of candidacy of 
the Ph.D. degree, or its 
equivalent, or for private re­
search of equivalent stan­
dard. A stipend of up to 
$6,000 is provided. 
The Alice Freeman 
Palmer Fellowship: This 
fellowship is for study or re­
search in the United States 
or abroad. The holder must 
be no more than twenty-six 
years of age at the time of her 
appointment and unmarried 
throughout her tenure. A sti­
pend of up to $15,000 is pro­
vided. 
The Mary Elvira Stevens 
Traveling Fellowship: A 
stipend of up to $20,000 is 
provided for afullyear oftravel 
or study outside the United 
States. Any scholarly, artis­
tic, or cultural purpose may 
be considered. Candidates 
must be at least twenty-five 
years of age during the year of 
application. 
MA. Cartland Shackford 
Medical Fellowship: A sti­
pend of $7,000 or more is pro­
vided for the study of medi­
cine with a view toward gen­
eral practice, but does not in­
clude psychiatry. 
Presbyter ian Center U.S. 
Student Loan: Members of 
the Presbyterian Church who 
are U.S. citizens and enrolled 
in accredited colleges can bor­
row $1,000 to $2,500 per year 
at 7% interest. The loan is 
renewable every year. Repay­
ment begins six months after 
graduation. Loans are 
awarded based on financial 
need and current membership 
in the Presbyterian Church. 
Hattie M. Strong Founda­
tion Student Loan: Ameri­
can student are entering their 
final year of study in a bacca­
laureate or graduate degree 
program can apply for a loan 
of up to $3,000 for the year. 
Application forms are sent to 
eligible students between 
January 1 and March 31. 
For more information, 
send a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope to Robin C. Tanner, 
Director of Loans, Hattie M. 
Strong Foundation, 1620 Eye 
Street NW, Suite 700, Wash­
ington, DC 20006. Interested 
students may also contact pro­
gram by telephone at (202) 
446-2894 
during an 
interview 
Where do you see 
cei ve as your 
»; What do yot| expect 
from this job oppor-
wpuld you like to 
practice? 
nw-Mod by tb<> Nartowrf Association 
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COMIC RELIEF 
Towing from page 5 
other parking services, the 
construction of parking lots 
and student services. 
Students can obtain 
parking permits at the police 
department from 8a.m to 9 
p.m Sunday through Satur­
day. 
A current fee receipt, 
proof of insurance (current 
with a policy number), and 
vehicle information are needed 
to register the vehicle. Infor­
mation may also be faxed to 
the station. 
Texas A&M Univer­
sity has a parking department 
which owns a fleet of tow 
trucks and a bicycle patrol. 
There the charge for towing is 
$75 and no exceptions are 
made. The department makes 
close to one million dollars per 
school year. 
PVA&MU is a pedes­
trian campus so walking may 
the best option. 
If there are any ques­
tions or concerns, contact the 
PVA&MU Department of Pub­
lic Safety at (409) 857-4313. 
Geronimo from page 9 
Since his release Pratt 
has been asked to speak at 
various events, including 
Jehirco, an event organized to 
free political prisoners and 
prisoners of war. 
He and others were 
invited by the Student Gov­
ernment Association and 
N'Cobra to Prairie View in 
order to close the gap be­
tween the university and sur­
rounding communities. 
The standing room 
only event was held in the 
West Wing of Alumni on 
Wednesday, Oct. 27. 
Mandela from page 9 
can not stop people from think­
ing white, there is no threat to 
South Africa," said Mandela. 
As he closed his 
speech, Mandela gave special 
advice to young people. 
"Realize that you are 
the asset and leaders of to­
morrow, each and every one of 
you can reach top positions if 
you have confidence and ob­
tain the right tools from soci­
ety, which is education." 
"I must urge young 
people to think, improve your­
selves, ... become educated so 
you can serve your country. 
Prepare yourselves to fight 
poverty, illiteracy, and igno­
rance." 
The Baker Institute 
Enron Prize was presented to 
Mandela for his distinguished 
public service, and the per­
sonal and political courage he 
demonstrated in making out­
standing and historic contri­
butions to world peace and 
security. 
In June of 1999, 
Mandela groomed Deputy 
president Thabo Mbedi as his 
successor for years. Upon his 
retirement, he plans to enjoy 
peace and freedom that took a 
lifetime to achieve. He also 
has decided to let humanity 
and society decide how he 
should be remembered. 
"I am not a saint un­
less you think of a saint as a 
sinner who keeps on trying," 
said Mandela. 
Panther 
,& PHVM1WG RlDPlf' 
Pray "te'lme' ladies, 
if you can, 
Who is "that highly 
-favored man. 
Who, though he has 
married many a wife, 
Mau still live single 
all his V'rfe? 
KING CROSSWORD 
PUZZLE CARD! Can you fathom the Jolly 
Jester's confusing conundrum? 
uwuABMPV j«M«uy 
HERE COME THE OLSEN KIDS! been Doy in ine 
Olsen family has as many sisters as brothers. Each 
sister has half as many sisters as she has brothers. 
How many brothers and sisters are there on this 
"Bicycle Built For..."? 
-uatsp pu» wwflQiq Jnof m «J*|j j>Mtuy 
MAMA'S BOYZ by JERRY CRAFT 
FIND-A-WORD! On the top line is our mystery 
You need to fill in the missing letters. Clue 
(smaller words contained in letter-by-letter order 
the mystery word) are defined below. 
1. To fix something. 
2. The very limit. 
3. A statement of approval. 
4. Pieces In a board game. 
PUKUV AuisAff > U«w E PU3 Z l • 
ACROSS 
1 Dieter's 
entree 
6 Trygve's 
successor 
9 Some 
radios 
12 Seek a J.P. 
13 Aussie bird 
14 Main-
lander's 
memento 
13 Match 
16 Broom-
Hilda's 
buzzard 
buddy 
18 Ace 
20 San­
dusky's 
county 
21 Suitable 
23 Seek 
damages 
35 "Be too 
fond 
27 Beast of 
Madagas­
car 
29 Not trans­
parent 
31 Queen 
of Soul 
35 Disas­
semble 
37 Gloomy 
38 Winning 
41 NNW.e.g. 
43 Scepter 
adornment 
44 Do mail-
room work 
45 Duplicity 
47 Popeye's 
son 
49 Thayer's 
disappoint­
ing slugger 
52 Handy pc. 
quality 
39 Self-help 
book 
40 Put up 
42 Summary 
45 Where 
beros 
are 
made 
46 Perpetrator 
of"hanky"-
panky? 
48 Violin 
piece? 
50 Shade 
provider 
51 Absolutely 
(I1A,DID YOU REAUY THINK 
LJE'D BE 5C6RED BY ft UXfr 
BU0SET, CORNY. HORROR FllPl? 
MAMA'S BOYZ by JERRY CRAFT 
Find at tout iDt 
Z d J  o o" (••< 9 
•5 «• O p>» ° 
r-
I 
C 0) 
515 3 ~ 5  
' *3 
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THE FINAL WORD 
By Gboyega A. Adegbola 
Special to the Panther 
Picture this: Ayoung 
man has friends thathe hangs 
with. They are fun to be around 
and interesting to talk to. But 
there's a slight problem: these 
guys always pick on him. It's 
all done in good humor, no 
doubt. Everyone laughs, ex­
cept it's not all that funny to 
him. Not when he's being ridi­
culed for everything he does 
or says. 
Admittedly some­
times he finds himself laugh­
ing at these jokes. These guys 
are a good bunch. 
They always look out 
for each other. He trusts them 
to have his back. Nonetheless, 
the teasing gets to him and he 
gets so frustrated he wants to 
hit something, or someone. 
Sometimes he does, 
other times he finds some­
where to cry in private. 
Rft ewKftts \tv s\Wee>, 
and the cycle just goes on un-
abated. Suicide was his solu­
tion to the depression. He was 
free at last. 
How many people 
have ever felt like that? You're 
not too happy with the rela­
tionship you're in, the friends 
you hang around, or the job 
you have. 
How many people 
have thought the situation was 
so hopeless, you want to cry 
out of frustration? You like 
your partner (sometimes), 
your friends are faithful, and 
you do enjoy your job. 
Still there's some­
thing about the whole affair 
that seems ultimately depress­
ing, and you're not sure what 
to do, even if only to make 
things slightly better. 
You really don't want 
to give (it) up, but you need to 
have more fulfillment and life 
a little easier to bear. 
God almighty and 
merciful put you on this earth 
for a purpose and gave you the 
precious gift of life and the 
free will to choose what path 
to follow. 
The only responsibil­
ity you have is to yourself, to 
cherish and make the most of 
the gift you've been given. He 
also made others to comple­
ment you, not complete you. 
Although happiness 
can otherwise prove elusive, 
and when attained sometimes 
fleeting, you go on seeking it 
regardless. 
And why shouldn't 
you? You deserve to be happy 
just like everybody else, right? 
So why would you get so de­
pressed that you just let life 
pass you by, accepting what­
ever comes your way as 'your 
lot'? 
Ultimate happiness 
and fulfillment comes from 
knowing oneself, and your 
self-worth. 
Nobody is perfect, 
there is something about you 
that's unique and beautiful. 
After all, the good Lord cre­
ated you so you couldn't pos­
sibly be all bad. You just need 
to find it within you. 
True happiness is be­
ing yourself, and doing what 
you want to do. If your family 
or your friends don't under-
etarvd, wall tWt'a a BWKVG.. 
If you feel the need to 
change some aspect of your­
self, that's fine. Only do it 
because it's what you want 
and you know you'll feel bet­
ter for it. 
Not because it's what 
someone else wants you to do. 
Hey if they don't like it tough. 
Remember you have 
to live with yourself 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week. If you 
don't like you, who will? 
If those around you 
don't appreciate you for who 
you truly are, you don't have 
to cut them off completely if 
you don't want to. 
However, you do need 
to find your 'space' away from 
them where you can be your­
self. Even if it takes awhile 
and you begin on your own, it 
is better than making do and 
being unhappy. 
The road to happiness 
may be long and difficult, but 
for anyone who has ever 
known real happiness, you 
know its all worth it in the 
end. Don't give up. Don't ever 
give up. Just believe and you 
shall receive. 
Counseling ser­
vice: Basic facts: One in ev­
ery ten people (1/10) commits 
suicide in this country. Those 
most likely to commit suicide 
from depression are people 
aged between 18- to 25-years-
old. So between you and nine 
of your friends, one of you is 
statistically expected to take 
your own life. 
There is a counseling 
service at Prairie View A&M 
University that some students 
seem to be completely unaware 
of. 
The counselors are at 
the Owens Franklin Health 
Center on the 2nd floor, open 
from 9:30am until 6pm regu­
lar hours, and emergency 
counseling from 6:30pm all 
night long. 
The obvious question 
is who needs counseling? The 
most common notion of coun­
seling is that it is emergency 
therapy for the mentally 
troubled. 
This is partly true but 
it isn't just crisis control, it is 
also crisis prevention and man­
agement. That is the main pur­
pose of counseling. 
You don't wait until 
the proverbial SH*T hits the 
fan and depression starts to 
set in. 
When issues arise and 
they appear to be insurmount­
able, to the point where there 
doesn't seem to be a light at 
the end of the tunnel, you have 
a crisis. Then the question be­
comes how do I handle this 
mess? 
How about avoiding 
the situation entirely. Instead 
of letting the problems pile up 
to breaking point, deal with 
them a step at a time. 
You manage the 'po­
tential crisis' before it becomes 
an actual crisis. That is where 
counselors can help. 
Seeking counseling is 
not a sign of weakness. True 
strength of character is know­
ing when to ask for help. This 
means knowing your limita­
tions and who to talk to for the 
best advice. 
But sometimes pride 
gets in the way. Everyone 
knows when they need help, 
but what stops them from ask­
ing is foolish pride. The old 
adage goes 'pride comes be­
fore a fall.' 
Where is the pride in 
failing because you would not 
ask for assistance? 
If getting help makes 
you look weak, how does walk­
ing around with the problems 
looming over you make you 
feel? 
How much pride do 
you have left when things fall 
apart? 
MY DEGREE GOT ME THE INTERVIEW. 
ARMY R0TC GOT ME THE JOB. 
Things got pretty competitive for 
this job. I'm sure my college degree 
and good grades kept me in the 
running. But in the end it was the 
leadership and management 
experience I got through Army 
ROTC that won therti over. Army 
ROTC taught me responsibility self-
discipline and leadership. Those are 
things you just can't learn from a 
textbook. I don't know where I'd be 
1 right now if I hadn't enrolled in 
Army ROTC, but I do know one 
thing for sure... I wouldn't be here. 
ARMY ROTC 
THE SMARTEST COLLEGE COURSE YOU CAN TBifr 
Find out more. Contact CPT Kizzie at 409-857-4612. 
